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INSTREY TINY A Little Big Bang

RED DLE the beginning

ZFNIEANDOHMFNEE UL SBERER 5T, ETHIIPHKEIFNE, It happened like a human neutron fission event. Even though it was a
o e PO EE A N . mEeae very little one, it created a space that had never existed before and
TnETEh 971:.—_\%?71%&%\ RS iiij?éctmﬁ“ BT E%‘;H%?“ time began passing. It happened in Kyoto, in 1987. Economy and
F, BEMREBARE, ARERE, BEEEE, HRAETZAUAELY Nature. Development and Conservation. Consumerism and Waste
HEBDAL, DEA3AAAREEHE, BABLOAEAENSEZEhENT. Disposal. Japanese and English Natives including Americans.
. (= o . . _ Japanese language and English, of course. Many things in
SODDEN, TNETEBD oL IFNF—EEAT TLTRCZADAR : confrontation collided with each other and produced energy that had

NZDOB/ICEDIAENTITo 1, never been seen before. And lots of people have been caught up in it.
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Memories of early JEE
Hiroshi Takatsuki

| remember it was fairy early in the days when JEE got going in Kyoto that | got
involved with the group. It was one of the hot days in summer, | don’t remember the
exact date, when a very hairy man in a half-pants suddenly knocked at the door of my
office. In those days | was working as a lecturer at the environmental conservation
centre of Kyoto university. The guy was saying, “We would like you to help us, as we
have just set up an organization called JEE”. “You are doing research on the
environment, so you could cooperate with us!” This guy was non other than Serge
Glushkoff who was one of the founders of JEE. He is still carrying on environmental
activities in California, US. He is married to a Japanese woman, Mayumi.

Though his request was rather aggressive and came out of blue, | finally decided to
say “Yes”. | was impressed by his passion and the young overseas students, and | felt
there may be something | could contribute.

Soon after this | joined a JEE meeting and found out there were a variety of overseas
students doing volunteer activities. Kamo-river clean up and recycle activity, for
example. They were also enthusiastic to organize study meetings by picking up
ongoing issues. Sometimes | was asked to be a lecturer about garbage problems, and
| gave a lecture in a strange coffee shop called Honyara-do.

Around 1991 Maura Hurley, an overseas student from the US and then JEE co-
director who later moved to India, proposed to make an Eco-Calendar. | was in charge
of creation since | was good at drawing. The first calendar was published for the year
1992. In those days JEE couldn’t afford a big sum for this project, so we had to be
patient with black/white color and the price was only ¥500. To make our calendar more
attractive, in one year | put hidden letters in my illustrations, and in another year |
made quizzes for readers to enjoy. Luckily, the Eco-Calendar turned out to be popular,
and was published for 30 years until 2021. | was in charge of creation in the early
years, later | concentrated more on drawing illustrations because other members had
begun creating themes and messages.

Anyway, | think JEE has successfully carried on its activities thanks to the enthusiastic
support from its members, and office work done by Hosoki-san.
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A Little Big Bang the beginning

Beginnings
Serge Glushkoff

Reflections on a thing one has been engaged in, off and on, for 35 years is likely to be
as much about the writer as the thing written about. For many of us from the U.S. it
happened in green triangle of our aspirational views of nature and the world, and two
cultures. As an alleged “founder,” it was often impossible to separate my being from
the JEE process. Sometimes meant getting insensitive to anyone else. Fortunately,
group momentum, buoyed by JEE survival first for months and then for years,
generally eclipsed personalities as the network grew organically into what was not only
chased by its coordinators but what was possible. Much was possible: a community
base in Kyoto, workable funky office spaces, lots of volunteers, modest monies
somehow appeared, a membership grew, and a thing not initially planned, a branchlet
in Kanto. Not all was possible, and some things even crashed and burned with sparks,
Yaeyama we miss you.

Key energies helped get to flight: a first posse largely inspired by University of
California, Santa Cruz field biology, naive about Japan but raring to go; then early
Japanese saviors appearing and connecting us connected to Kansai realities, Kyoto
housing (Imadegawa House), and the Kyoto hills: Kiyoshi Hasegawa, Etsu
Nakagawa, Yoshie Nakatsuji. The Kyoto international scene, a steady cast of
characters that would work or talk hard but then leave back to China, Switzerland,
Iran, Australia. Our Japanese partners followed a full spectrum of reactions, bemused
and patient always shining tolerant, even at LONG meetings at the Citizen’s Eye
“Tomitaya Building.” An Osaka Prefectural official once puzzled over us, concluding
we were a kind of missionary. In the background, our “day jobs” as English “teachers”
and the like kept us fed and housed and JEE funded (8% of salary to JEE, please!),
and provided networks for coordinators and members. Relationships and behaviors
ran the gamut, from deep to comical, and occasionally included our presence in
period-piece films.

JEEUS was a key part, recruiting and networking: hosting Japanese now and then,
repaying the hospitalities as hosts: conferences, homestays. We coached people
going to Japan, including David Brower before he visited the Emperor (he gave him a
JEE t-shirt!), Orca activism, and the San Francisco tour of the Nagara River Coalition,
and showed up at the Rio Summit in Brazil. Activities fluxed with our interests in
wetlands, Siberian forests, and Alaska. But as early as 1992 the contribution of High
Moon, first with sharing the “Gomic” and then the JEE calendars, were always there to
remind us of what JEE Kyoto had started to steadily produce. Members died; new
ones were born. Outside of Japan, we are relieved that JEE will live on in some form in
the decades ahead.
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Kyoto of the senses
Victoria Boundy

A connection with the environment is rooted in sensual experiences: the smell
of grass from a childhood roll down a grassy hill, the sound of birds from a
bedroom window on a spring morning. | remember my first childhood
experiences seeing a great blue heron in a misty cove; a red fox, dramatic in
the white snow, spotted while snowshoeing with my father; my first wilderness
camping experience, waking up in a quiet forest; catching fireflies and watching
shooting stars in my backyard. All these experiences in some way led me to a
lifetime of working on behalf of the environment.

Kyoto was an exotic landscape that only seemed familiar and beloved to me
after | left. | vividly remember the shock of red autumn foliage in the mountains
north of Kyoto, the ever-present hum of cicadas in summer, the smell of a
warm summer rain on my evening bike rides, the beautiful and sadly fleeting
cherry blossoms on the Philosopher’s Path, and the comforting familiarity of the
Kamo River, like a compass guiding me home.

It has been 30 years since Kyoto was home but my connection to that
environment shaped my life’s work in powerful ways. Sharing the love of
protecting the earth with others from around the world forged a lifetime of deep
connections. Years of distance didn’t dim the memories of experiences we
shared at JEE Kyoto.

Back to the 80’s

Kent Halpern

My JEE experience was back in the eighties with Mr. Serge, who inspired me to
take action with him, to make the world a better place. The idealism of the
sixties, which | grew up with, was transformed into action. The proximity of
Earth Island and David Brower didn’t hurt bringing our ideas to fruition. |
remember the ad on tv of the Native American with a tear in his eyes as he
picked up trash. My time in Tokyo was only three years, but making a more
conscious circle was a joy. | am forever grateful to Serge and the JEE team of
inspired environmentalists.
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A Little Big Bang the beginning

JEE in the 1980s
Kathy Glass

For me, JEE was a refuge of like-minded people in a world that seemed very

different in so many ways (Japan and the US). | both enjoyed and needed the
camaraderie and affirmation that my environmental ideals had a place in Japan
too. | remember a “No Nukes” march in Tokyo that brought hippies and
alternative types out of the woodwork; going to the Taiji-cho Whale Museum
with Kirsten Englund to research a story for Whole Earth Review; making
friends with the Japanese members of our little group in Kyoto and trying to
understand each other’s psychology and what we had in common. One thing
was love and appreciation for the Earth. We brainstormed ideas for raising
awareness, and getting outside together too. Thanks, JEE, for being part of my
Japan time!

Early JEE- A great purpose opens the door
Greg Clark

My recollection of early JEE energy is mostly of Serge making connections with
important people, people with high positions or with qualifications in education
or science or whatever far above what Serge and | had. Serge gained access
to those higher planes with a vision and a total commitment to what he was
doing. It was really a lesson for me on how important a purpose is relative to
just about anything else.

Serge’s bold approach, which was meeting with influential people and letting
them know what they could do for JEE, was a recipe for success. At first, |
thought it was audacious, then | realized it was really okay because of his level
of commitment and that our purpose justified a big ask. Many that we engaged
did want to help, if not they respected Serge’s effort and admired his
“‘chutzpah.”

Without Serge’s compelling vision and confidence to represent to important
people what they could do for the planet, we would never have been able to
offer opportunities to our early members and JEE would have never happened.
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My JEE dream
Mark Zucker

| had a dream. It seems | read an ad in 1988 seeking people to move to
Japan, work for free, and give money to JEE to work for the environment and
cross-cultural exchange. | met Serge, said okay and bought a one-way ticket.
In dreams, crazy things happen that are accepted as normal. | arrived with
$300, no language skills, a backpack, an address and a pocketful of hope.

Within two days, | had drafted a letter to a cousin in Israel, wondering about
arranging to work on that kibbutz like we’d talked about once... but | never sent
that letter... instead | got committed.

| spent over a year coordinating events and parties, publishing newsletters, and
working with Etsu Nakagawa to lead hikes. On the first hike, | was stunned and
touched to find dozens of people all lined up and ready to walk, contribute to
JEE and share their lives with me. Discovering Kyoto’s history and natural
beauty, with Etsu as my guide, was one of the greatest privileges and learning
experiences of my life. | made some dear life-long friends; and then spent the
rest of my life teaching, creating curriculum, organizing, and publishing in
dedication to the environment and human connection.

Did that really happen? It feels like a book I'm pretty sure | read. I've forgotten
so much, but those were some of the greatest characters I've ever met in life or
literature, and they made an indelible impression on me. | lacked much
experience, knowledge or perspective, but | had a headful of steam and a
heartful of ideals, which was my ticket into JEE’s wonderful, committed
community.
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1987
1994

Good times and bad times

changes and chaos

There were so many ambitions and lots of ideas around us. The group
was filled with strong emotions wanting to protect the environment, and
they led to powerful vivid actions, such as a variety of demonstrations
and workshops, big clean-ups of the Kamo-river, clear and sharp
messages put in the newsletters, and so on. But, the world didn’t
change so easily. People’s opinions differed. Leadership was lost in a
maze. “What is JEE?” we asked ourselves, but found no answer. The
only truth was our passion which we put into actions.
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A Lifetime of JEE Inspiration
Maura Hurley

| cannot write about my experiences at JEE without writing about Jeanne
Fossani, who answered the phone when | called the number in the Kansai
Time Out magazine. Jeanne turned me on to not only the environmental issues
of Japan but also the local bird watching sites and beauty of the forests. Sadly,
Jeanne passed away in 2007 at the age of 55. The age | am now.

Something | strongly remember about Jeanne was that she would walk around
wearing a mask with an anti-smoking symbol on it. | helped her with the
illustration. She slowly showed me the ropes for working in the JEE office,
planning events, getting sponsors, and creating educational programs to raise
awareness of environmental issues among students. Eventually, after Jeanne
and many of the original group had left Japan | led the next generation of JEE
volunteers as the foreign director, alongside Sato-san.

| worked with Amanda Griesbach to start the Eco-calendar, helped foreigners
recycle their household goods with Tim Mead, initiated the Green English
classes at Honyarado with the help of Nora Caruso, and inspired by Deborah
Bachmann and her Japanese nutrition connections | became aware of the
benefits of the macrobiotic diet. Paola Dovholuk and | worked with Amanda
and Hikaru Furutaka to improve the monthly newsletter. We always worked
closely with Japanese members to get out the message about recycling, the
anti-nuclear movement, whaling, and the importance of spending time in
nature. | picked up so many skills that | still use today to raise awareness of
the environment.

For me, JEE has always been a place to explore topics related to the
environment, share knowledge and be a part of a community of people who
want to give time to making changes -- together. Community is everything and
being a part of JEE, to this day, has given me the strength to continue to learn
and teach - but most importantly to continuously change my lifestyle - to live a
little gentler, and a little more conscientiously on the planet.
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My memory of JEE
Kayoko Nadamoto

It is summer 2021 when a massive flood caused by very heavy rain threatened New
York city and a huge hurricane hit the southern U.S. region. Also the delta variant of
the new corona virus is about to spread all over the country. As | watch those ongoing
global warmings | cannot help but worry about the future of the earth’s environment
and life in the future.

My first JEE activity was a Kamogawa clean up. | was a company worker then and
even concerned about social issues but I'd never participated in any actions before. |
came to know about tropical rain forest conservation which lead me to get involved
with further environmental activities. Soon after | found myself taking over the JEE
office work.

My career as a JEE office staff member lasted only a couple of years but to me the

time | spent with JEE felt quite long. While other groups work on government and
society in a rather critical style, JEE organized a variety of actions to show the
importance of environmental conservation including workshops, lectures, Earthday
parades, hiking, publishing newsletters etc. in a different way, pretty much based on
our love for nature.

JEE, which was formed by a variety of people from different countries, has respected
diversity. With its relaxed style, JEE has been showing clearly what is important in
environmental issues, and also solutions for them. So | think in its way of actions JEE
had been a unique gathering of people.

Thus | learned so many things that became my fundamental principles in my life. And
they made me what | am now.

The following three things are what | think are most important:
* You should always remember in daily life that the Earth is beautiful and
invaluable.

* Your everyday actions could change the world.

* You have got a duty to act with responsibility for life in the future.

These three things became my basics in life.

I’'m most grateful to Takatsuki-sensei, Hosoki-san, Furutaka-san and Maura for their
long time contribution to JEE. | think that what JEE was doing and thinking in the first
half of 1990s was quite advanced compared with the standard of U.S. society in 2021.

| would like to keep in touch with people of JEE and remain ready when some kind of
action is necessary.

Thank you, JEE.
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JEE hikes—The memory of Etsu-san
Hikaru Furutaka

Whenever | think about JEE hikes, | always remember the presence and
face of Etsu Nakagawa. In those early days JEE hikes didn’t start before 10am.
While we were waiting for the people coming late, the sun was rising higher
and higher. But Etsu-san never minded, happily chatting with the participants
with her best smile. Her attitude was very tolerant and to me somewhat non-
Japanese style. Actually, she was born and grew up in the south Pacific. She
was a child of nature who came from one of the Imperial Japan occupied
southern islands. That’'s why she loved nature so much, and also loved people
in a cosmopolitan way. At the same time she was loved by those people. |
guess people joining JEE hikes must have been attracted not only by nature
but also by Etsu-san. Of course | was one of them.

As time went on, Etsu-san was getting old and JEE hikes were taken
over by Shigeru Nakano. Still, JEE hikes remained as a gateway to the
wonderful nature around Kyoto. After Shigeru retired the baton was handed
over to Takatsuki-sensei first, then to Ken Rodgers. | think this is the most long-
lived activity of JEE.

My greatest thanks go to these two leaders and to all the people supporting
these activities.

The fresh green leaves were particularly beautiful this
spring. As | was hiking in the Kitayama mountains | thought |
might have seen Etsu-san walking in her usual style, with her
hands on her hips, among the fresh woods, but | might have
not, I’'m not sure,,,.

Thank you, Etsu-san, | am still hiking!
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JEE recycle study group activities
Amanda Gillis-Furutaka

In the early days of JEE(1989~ 1993), one of my tasks was to organize activities for
the recycle study group. The members were both Japanese and non-Japanese from a
variety of backgrounds who felt the need to learn about recycling and specifically
about the situation in Japan so that we could make useful contributions to improve our
local environment.

We were inspired by the work and help of Professor Hiroshi Takatsuki and held
monthly study group sessions on the second floor of the cozy and welcoming
Honyarado Café, a popular venue on Imadegawa dori, between Karasuma and
Kawaramachi that sadly no longer exists. We invited speakers to talk about issues
related to recycling and learned a lot, thanks to the help of members who could
translate from Japanese and from English when needed.

One of the most memorable activities for me was learning how to make washi
postcards (decorated with pressed flowers and leaves) from recycled paper cartons.
We practiced hard so that we could demonstrate this publicly outdoors on Earth Day at
the confluence of the Kamo and Takano Rivers near Demachi Yanagi station. We
attracted a crowd who enjoyed the fun of creating something beautiful and useful from
materials that would otherwise have been thrown away.

Professor Takatsuki was one of the founders and directors of Miyako Ecology Centre
Kyoto and another vivid memory is of our first field trip to this wonderful educational
facility. You will learn so much and have a very enjoyable time because Professor
Takatsuki’s guiding touch helps us to discover fun in even the most mundane of topics.
If you haven'’t been there already, | urge you to go and to take along your family, your
students, and friends.

JEE Green English

Motoko Mizuno

Green English was one of J.E.E.’s various activities. We used to meet on Sunday
afternoon at a cafe in Osaka and spend a valuable time listening to non-Japanese
speakers about actions that were taken for the environment in the country they came
from and what they were working on at the time. Sometimes we read articles we were
interested in together. Also we joined J.E.E. hikes and annual J.E.E. meetings.

After the Great Hanshin-Awaji earth quake, reading English magazines and news
paper articles and discussing them became our main activity. Thus, we learned
English and met people sharing the same interests through these environmental
studies. The core members still keep in touch.

We appreciate all the long time support from those faithful people including Hosoki-san
in particular. Thank you so much again.
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My memory of JEE

Susumu Sato

| happened to know JEE and soon after core foreign members left Japan | became
one of the co-directors (one foreigner and one Japanese). Then | was involved with
JEE activities for 4 years until 1994 when | gave up the position to move to Tokyo.

As | look back, | cannot help regretting my lack of abilities as the head of the group.
But in these years | learned a lot from the members as well as people | met through
the activities. Before that | honestly admit | was not at all knowledgeable about
environmental issues. So I'm very grateful to everyone for the whole experience | had.

The current problems like world wide climate change, environmental pollution and
ocean pollution from plastics were already predicted and causing concern to people
when | joined JEE in the early 1990s. It tells us how important our awareness of
environmental issues is.

| hope the next generation of JEE will grow and a new JEE will be reborn in the near
future.

Again my deep appreciation to all the people who supported me. Thank you.

My memory of JEE
Akiko Ohshima

About 30 years ago | came to know JEE and joined a meeting at Honyara-do for the
first time when | became more interested in environmental issues after | heard the
news on ozone holes. Then not long after that | became a regular visitor to the JEE
office because there were lots of things to do to prepare for the coming Earth Day
event scheduled the following month.

On the day | joined people were picking up garbage to clean up the Kamo river. After
that a picnic event was held by the river and | was lucky enough to get organic
oranges through a raffle! Then | carried on joining JEE activities like group studies on
tropical rain forest conservation and industrial waste. | also joined a JEE hike visiting
Mikami-yama in Shiga prefecture.

Those memories remain wonderful and fulfilling to me. But when | think about
environmental problems getting worse than before | cannot help feeling devastated.
On the other hand there must be something that turned out better. So things will go
with ups and downs.

| will also try to remain hopeful with certain anxiety for the future.
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Raise middle the roof beam

settling down in Kyoto

As the Japanese bubble economy burst, many foreign activists left
Kyoto. JEE kept its life by Japanese members and a small number of
foreign people settled in Japan. We decided to concentrate on what we
could do, what we believed was worth doing. No more big plans, no
more dreams. JEE office had moved out of the building at Teramachi-
Oike and begun wandering around the city, and finally found a place to
live in the northern part of the city. Then we made ourselves move
forward, step by step, without hesitation nor self-doubt.
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JEE-Kanto

Chie Yoshimune

| probably first participated in JEE Kanto activities at the end of 1996 in an English
discussion group called "Green Talk. At that time, JEE Kanto's coordinator was Paul
Careless, and the project to compile an introductory book on deforestation problems in
Siberia was completed, and the report "Siberia, a disappearing treasure trove of
greenery" was just published. It seemed beach cleaning activity was also conducted
regularly.

In addition, JEE hosted the Green Talk every Wednesday in the meeting room on the
first floor of the building in Mejiro, where "Friends of the Earth" was on the second floor
at the time. Every week for several years, we invited various guest speakers to make
presentations on various topics, discussed with all participants, and then changed
places and had a fun chat at a restaurant. Since | became the coordinator, it was
difficult to find and invite a different instructor every week, but we dealt with various
topics, had excellent time to be engaged in discussion on various environmental
issues in English, and everyone did their best to participate. In addition, we were
engaged in various irregular activities. Some of them are listed below.

* Participation and cooperation in organizing lectures and symposiums in Japan with international
organizations on dolphin and whale conservation activities, as well as meetings and protests on aquarium
issue (Including interpretation/ translation)

* Exhibiting booths at Earth Day and other big events, etc. in Tokyo

* Cooperation in holding lecture, etc. at the time of the vision to Japan by Mr. David Brower, the founder
of Earth Island.

* Volunteer participation at Fuji Eco Park Village (permaculture education farm)

* Hiking around the Kanto area

* Sale and distribution of JEE eco-calendars etc.

There are countless memories on top of the above, and | am grateful for valuable
experiences and friendship through JEE's activities, and | would like to continue to

grow this circle of friends and experiences.

My memory with JEE
Kayoko Yoshimura

| came to know JEE when | happened to look at its newsletter. | saw lots of
foreigners when | joined a Kamo-river clean-up. As | heard they were talking “Can
this bag be reusable?” | thought there were no borders between us, especially when
it’s about the environment. | was amazed by Takatsuki-sensei’s “PICTUECOLOGY”.
Later | joined lots of study tours. | was a bit shocked when a man working on
breaking up old cars asked me what | would do by watching this. | also got involved
with recycle map making, World Talk for learning English, Eco-calendar creation and
Manga workshop aiming to encourage people to reduce garbage. Among those
activities | particularly enjoyed the Eco-Neko puppet show because it gave me
chances to make puppets of Takatsuki-sensei’s Eco-Cat character and to perform in
front of an audience asking them to keep using their own bottles and shopping bags.
| also enjoyed the company of Hosoki-san, Yamagami-san and lots of others.

My special thanks to Takatsuki-sensei who taught me through his environmental
cartoons and to Hosoki-san who keeps working hard to run the JEE office and to all
the people | worked with. Again, thank you so much for the fond memories.
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Recollections of JEE office
Kyoko Hosoki

My first experience of JEE was a recycling study led by Takatsuki-sensei. Just before
that | happened to meet Ken Rodgers and Yuri around 1989, it was a couple of years
after JEE had been established. | was instantly attracted by the energy and the
diversity of JEE people coming from all over the world. But as they were mainly
students, people kept coming and leaving, causing chaos and near-breaking up of the
group. Though | was not at all good at English and using computers, | couldn’t resist to
begin helping. Sometimes | helped an overseas student to make questionnaire quickly
so that he could do some research at the Kamo-river clean-up. Another time | kept
myself very busy to deal with all the requests from the young visitors to the office when
the COP3 conference was held in Kyoto. The JEE office had been moved a couple of
times, but after it settled down in Kita-ku things went well for 18 years. It was a lovely
memory to have guests to stay upstairs at the office.

We made T-shirts printed with High-Moon’s drawings to be worn by members at
workshops and events. Other goods like shopping bags and coasters were also made
as High-Moon’ Eco-products by Rinden, a welfare organization who had good printing
skills.

My greatest thanks go to Maura, Imai-san, Kako-san and Sato-san who helped
run the JEE office.

These are some JEE projects | picked up to show you;

1. Children’s workshop “Let’s make manga and reduce garbage”
(2002~2020)

For nearly 20 years JEE organized manga workshops for children led by
Takatsuki-sensei. It was a collaboration activity working with the garbage
reduction promotion committee of Kyoto City. In a workshop, young children
worked together in small groups to discuss and to illustrate their ideas on a big
sheet of paper using markers. Then finally each group presented their ideas in
front of people. They grew step by step to get better ideas and to illustrate them
well in drawings. Their presentation skills got better as well. Thank you so
much Takatsuki-sensei for your long-time support.

2. High Moon manga exhibition overseas (2005~2011)

Takatsuki-sensei taught lots of university students and after they graduated
they got jobs in a variety of places, in universities and at JICA. These people
planned and offered holding exhibitions at their workplace, universities and
culture centers in cooperation with JEE. We used to carry more than 10 hand
drawings with us on an airplane and exhibit them at the venue. Sometimes we
organized manga workshops and lectures at these venues which turned out to
be very popular. It was an invaluable experience for me. These venues
included: Cambridge, UK (2005) / Beijing, China (2008) / Indonesia (2010) /
Malaysia (2010) / Mongolia (2011)
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3. Recycle Guide Maps (1996~2001)

In around 1996 and 2001 there was no proper recycling route of packages/
wrappings for citizens in Kyoto. We decided to find out the rare domestic
collection points and create easy to use maps for people. We made maps for 5
wards in the city. Later the local government as well as companies began
dealing with recycling, which was a great relief.

4. Eco-Neko puppet theatre/picture story shows (2000~)

In year 2000 we began a puppet show and picture story show aiming to
increase children’s environmental awareness. We were very determined,
thinking “this new century should be the era to solve environmental problems” .
So we picked up the black cat in the new Eco-calendar 2000 and named it
“Eco-Neko”. Themes came from our daily lives, for example, “Always bring our
own water bottles and shopping bags”, “Try not to make water dirty”, “Make use
of paper as many times as possible”, “Try to shut the fridge door quickly”, “Do
not feed whales with waste” and so on. It has been a lovely activity, performing
with Yoshimura-san and Yamagami-san who was in charge of sound effects.

We visited many places, including the Ecology Center Kyoto.

5. “The 1000 women spinning PEACE” exhibition (2005~2020)

JEE joined the action to persuade the Nobel awards committee for Peace to
choose the 1000 women who work on peace making projects on a grass roots
basis. It was thanks to a call from Andreas Knobel and his wife Hiromi who
were living in Switzerland. JEE nominated Katsuko Nomura, who was
committed to environment/consumer issues. Unfortunately this group of women
was not awarded the prize. But we made 1000 cards of photos of these women
to introduce them. Also we make chances for 6 Japanese candidates to have
their words as well as singing in front of an audience. Their photo exhibition
was held in around 20 places all over Japan, which was organized by local
citizen groups and local bodies as well.

World peace is essential for environmental problem solving. Keep your eyes on
the world!

6. Garbage Pick Up at Shimei-Dori (2006~)

In cooperation with the Youth Action Club of Kyoto City, we organize this event
every first Saturday morning of every month. It's nice to see the street look
clean. Also it's a good chance to exchange information. That's why this event
has lasted for a long time. A wide range of people from pre-school to the elderly
join.

7. Making & Selling of “Eco-Calendar” (1992~2021)

This has been one of JEE’s core activities for the last 30 years. The cover page
of this memoir shows its history. Lots of people, including Mr. High Moon of
course, contributed to its production. We plan not to let this rich resource go to
waste and are working on ways to re-use the material from the calendars.
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Looking back on my years with JEE
Hiromi Yamagami

| visited the JEE office for the first time 17 years ago, when a friend of mine who was
getting involved with JEE introduced me. Hosoki-san was in the office and | was given
a good orientation about the group’s activities from her. They were Eco-puppet shows,
Eco-Calendars, garbage clean-up, selling fair trade goods, Green English and so on.
To me every activity was interesting. | was willing to participate in environmental
activities, so | decided to start with garbage clean-up. After this my activities began
spreading to selling fair trade goods (coffee from East Timor and hand-made crafts
from India, for example) and doing sound effects in Eco-puppet shows. Also | joined
the Eco-Calendar production team.Through all those experiences | learned a lot from
people like Takatsuki-sensei and other committed members of JEE. Meeting with lots
of people from Japan and from outside Japan was my joy.

The Eco-Calendar was created and published for 30 years. | joined the team from the
middle of the time to the end. Though the process of its creation, starting with
choosing each year’s theme that reflects the topics at the time and writing texts for
each of 12months, was a long and winding road to finish, it taught me a lot. With
Takatsuki-sensei’s attractive illustrations and Ken & Yuri’'s wonderful translation, our

Eco-Calendar has been loved by people in Japan and overseas. | am proud of being
part of its creation.

| wish for everyone to keep observing environmental issues and doing something to
make the environment better in their own place.

JEE as | remembered
Momoyo Nishimura

| was running a design studio named “Nihon no Kaze”(Wind in Japan) and from time
to time | rented the lobby space in a building where my studio was to organize
exhibitions. | came to know JEE when Takatsuki-sensei’'s Eco-Calendar illustrations
were displayed and his Manga workshop was held at the space. Then | moved to
Kyoto and | began helping JEE with garbage clean-up and Eco-Calendar production. |
was really impressed with JEE members’ sincere thoughts towards environmental
conservation because | was organizing an environmental NPO in Tokyo. My good
memories included Earth Day hikes through Fushimi-Inari with overseas students and
over hills around Uji, which ended with matcha ice-cream at Byodo-In cafe. Visiting
Kami-Daigo with a couple from Hong-Kong was also a lovely memory. | think
Takatsuki-sensei’s illustrations are a treasure of humanity with his thought-provoking
style. | wish his works remain available and used by people for good in some way.

My great thanks to Hosoki-san who has been supporting and running JEE for this long
period of time!
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Chris Summerville

Japan Environmental Exchange ended its activities at the end of this
September. The group has reborn smaller as JEE Kyoto. We fook this
chance to make a memoir looking back on the last 35 years. We are
so sorry to the people whose names are not included here. Thank you.

Ist Nov. 2021 JEE Kyoto



